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Albertans are divided 
along partisan lines.





Source: Viewpoint Alberta, January 2024
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progressives who are also conservative

moderates who are also conservative

conservatives who are also progressive

conservatives who are also moderate

moderates who are also progressive

progressives who are also moderate
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Source: Viewpoint Alberta, July 2024
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Adversaries
You want to defeat.

Compromise is 
honourable.

We play by and trust the 
rules.

We compete over 
ideas.

Elections are 
dialogues.

Compromise is 
appeasement. 

If we lose, we ‘fix’ the 
system.

Fights are matters of 
conviction.

Elections are wars.

Enemies
You want to destroy.

Adapted from: Ignatieff, “Enemies vs Adversaries,” 

NYT, 2013



Source: Viewpoint Alberta Consolidated Dataset



There is a gap between 
public opinion and elite 
rhetoric.
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Source: Viewpoint Alberta Consolidated Dataset
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Abstract ideas do not 
always translate to 
specific policy.



Source: Viewpoint Alberta Consolidated Dataset

Attitudes Towards Oil and Gas



Source: Viewpoint Alberta Consolidated Dataset

Attitudes Towards Energy Transition



Attitudes Towards an Alberta Pension Plan


	Slide 1: Polarization & Policymaking in Alberta  ESNA Conference | December 5, 2024
	Slide 2: Albertans are divided along partisan lines.
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: There is a gap between public opinion and elite rhetoric.
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Abstract ideas do not always translate to specific policy.
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

